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U.S. Fights

Efforts of

Terrorists

By QGeorge Lardner Jr.

Washington Post Staff Writer

As eight Arab terrorists
were ending their murder-
ous oeccupation of an em-
bassy in Khartoum two
weceks ago, another was busy
‘making plastic bombs 7,000
miles away-—in a hotel room
in Jersey City.

His mission failed. The ex-
plosives he allegedly
planted during Israeli Pre-
mier Golda Meir's visit to
Manhattan March- 4 never
went off. But just his pres-
ence in the United States
was ominous enough. De-
spite the concerted efforts
of a string of government
agencies, the Palestinian
terrorist organization known
as Black September appears
to be working hard to estab-
lish a beachhead here.

“So far, we've heen
lucky,” says one ranking
State Department official,
cven in light of the precau-
tions already in effect.

Ever.since Black Septem-
ber commandos raided the
Munich Olympics last fall,
the Nixon administration
has been taking extraordi-
nary measurcs to prevent
their violence {from spread-
ing here,

Now, hardly anyone of
“Arabic  background” ean
get permission to enter the
country  without  special
cleavance from Washington,
a procedure that calls for
systematic checks of such
visa applications against the
secret intelligence files of
the State Department, the
ClA, the Secret Serviee, the

Iven so, the CIA was de-
scribed by an authoritalive
souree, again just two weeks
ago, as considering terror-
ism one of the greatest
broblems facing the country.
1ere are soule people
intellivence,” the source re-
sorted, “who say it's going
to take a major cffort to
keep these terrorists out of

- the U.S,, to keep them from

assisting publie figures right
here on Amuevican soil”

FRI agents
maintaining

" highly educated

have ﬁ}’b‘ ved For
close supeﬂ- :
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lanee of some 90 Arab and
Aran American  “activists”
in "he United States who
ni. e nave links to the ter-
rorst underground. The Im-
mugation and  Naturaliza-
tinr: Service has been check-
ins on the legal status of
Arahie students and non-im-
mizrant Arabic visitors.
Heportedly, however, not
even the fanatical Black
Septembrists, whose  entire
membership is estimated at
200 to 300 at most, Know
mare than a few of their
own. As a result, it surprises
no one that Khalid Duhhan
AlJawari, a well-dressed,
man, was
granied entry from Canada

this winter. Presumably, his-

application for a visa trig-
gered no alarm buttons,
though State Department of-
ficlals say they are stll try-
ing to make sure it under-
went the prescribed security
check.

According to the FBI, Al-
Jawari entered the United
States Jan. 12—just . five
days after the itinerary for
Mrs. Meir’s most recent visit
here was announced in Jeru-
salem. ) :

She landed at New York’s
Kennedy International Air-
port around 2:40 a.m. on
Sunday, March 4. By then,
the Black Scplemiber gueril-
las in Khartoum had just
ended their bloody takecover
of the Saudi Arabian Em-
bassy after murdering two
American diplomats and a
Belgian collecague captured
inside.

Around the same time,
from the ¥BI's account, Al-
Jawari was evidently pre-
paring for another grisly ex-
ercise—Black September's
first known attempt—in the
United States in room 516 of
Jersey City’s Mayflower Io-
tel. He departed from the
hotel sometime during the
morning of March 4, leaving
behind, agents say, “a num-
ber of latent fingerprints,”
along with some leftover, or-
ange-colored plastic explo-
ive and an extra pair of
mine-volt batteries.

But all this was discov-
ered only hy subsequent in-
vestigation. Acting on a tip,
FBI agents and New York
police  found the bombs
first. They were retrieved
March 6-7 from the trunks
of each of three rental cars.
Two had been parked out-
side _the

and Trust Co. and the Isracl fm'mntion,"butv‘ it presuma.
Discount Bank Ltd. on Fifth#bly in a produet of 1he gov.

Avenue. The third had beenj ernment's

counter-ierrorisy

1eft next to the El Al Israo% campaign, As State -'}"!’ﬂll‘t-
wiRT s (harles
Alrlines Terminal § ment spokesman

v Air R at Kcni Bray puts it, "we xnow g
nedy Airport. hech of a Jot more ahout

After an unpublicized In- them (Black  September)
vestigation that lasted more tham we did six months
than a week, John . Mal-23g0."

one. assistant director of the
New York FBL office, said
all had apparently  beer
timed to explode at neon or
Alareh 4 "to coineide with
the arrival of Golda Meir,”

but they failed to go of( hed

cause of “an error in the cit-
cuitry .. ."”

Mrs.  Meir's
never took her
cars. But had any of th
bombs gone off,
said, hundreds of New York-
ers could have been killed.
A test detonation of one of
the bombs produced a fire-
ball 25 feet in diameter, ris-
ing 50 to 75 feet in the air.

“Anyone within 100 vards
of the blast could have been
fatally injured,” Malone re-
ported. -

It would have served as
bloody punctuation of
Mrs.Meir’s angry complaints
at the Waldorf-Astoria that
day about “Argb terrorist
blackmail.” She said she was
vlad to see that President
Nixon. for one, had told her
the United Slates would
never submit to it.

Black Scptember was ap-
parently anxious to claim
crndit for the violent rebut-
tal. The bombladen car at
the K1 Al warchouse-termi-
nal, the FBI savs, contained
“numerous items of litera-
ture referring to the Black
Septemher organization.”

According to an affidavit
hv ¥BI agent ¥dward I
Madden, it alsn contained
fingernrints  identical  to
those found in reoom 516 of
the Mavflower Hotel in Jer-
sey City. Significatnly, in
ohtaining an arrest warrant
for Al-Jawari last Thursday.
the FRI accusod him only of
planting the bomb at the 1131
Al terminal, He has iled oo
country. but the covernment
is npparently convineed that
others were involved.

“it would have bheen 2
pretiy tough jobh for one
mon. Malone said. when
asked whether the suspect
actoedd alane, _

What led {he FBI from
the car at Kennedy Airport
1o the hotel in Jorsey _( y
remains tightly guarned -

schedulel
near th

Malond™

Alarmed by the terrorism

at Munich that left 11 Isracli
athletes and five Black Sep-
temmbrists dead, Mr. Nixon
ordered formation of a 190-
member Cabinet Committee
to Combat Terrovism,
headed by Seeretary  of
Staie Wilitam P. Rogers, to
chart a course both here
antd abiroad.

Foriergency Measures
were instituted at the same
time. In a still-confidential
roitee, ail American embas-
and  consulates  were
told to issue no visas ta per-
sons from certain countries

BICS

without  approval from
Washington. The list of
couniries remains scerct,

hut irformed sources say all
are Arahie, :

AL fivst, the prosecription
asainst gutomatic granting
nf visas was complete, but it
has now been reluxed 1o
pernit their issuance abroad
to applicants “personally and
favorably known” to the U.S.
diplomats at the consulates
where they show wup. For
other applicants who are af-

fected, the check means a
five-dav wait,
Since  last September,

more than 28,000 visa appli-
ctions by Arabs have bheen
checked out in Washineton -
under  the  special policy,
which does not apply to citi-
rens of couniries  deemed
more tranquil. Nine sus-
pected tecrorists including
“a known leader” of Al Fatah,
the leading  Palestinian
guerritla orianization, have
been refused entry: 1§ oth-
ers are under study for pos-
sible refusals.

In another early step, the
State Deparliment and the
immicration service laal Sept.
27 Jjointly wuspended the
practice of Jetting teavelers
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States spend up to 10 days lerrorist threats also have A5 WRUE HAS
here without visas. Now, vi- heen worked out with “se- > A ,

; g . . as a result, 2,07t students
A ed diplomatic missions in » §
sas are required of evryone, }‘sgtqgn”{on,,‘ tie " were found to be deporta-

- olicy that means an addi- Arrane jal Dle. Of these, 282 were Ar
( - t‘i(?nal )\vorkload of 600,000 pos:'l}réﬁ?a:g offo;mnspﬁ.c(:ﬁ} 4;bs andln}ostihad thex;‘rpx_‘ob-
visas a year. suspect areas “at the first ems .cleared up, officials

say. Foriy-one other Arab
students left the country on
{heir own and 68 others face
utpoliationh proccadinge,
Despite these fiures, and
despite the pencenant of ter-
rorists {from nation to nation
and cause to cause, the fo-
cus of the counterterrorist
effort here is clearly on the
Arab world, especially in
Hueht of Black September's

Since institution of the jndication™ oi a vash of ict-
emergency steps, planning  ter bomhs — along with im-
of counterterrorist strate- mediate alerts for American
gies has been assigned to the 'Jewish leaders. Since last
inter-departmantal Working fall, there have been at least

iroup on Terrorism headed 230 letter bombs put imo
by the State Department’s the mails around the world.
Armin H. AMever, former am-  QOnly  seven ronchgd the
"bassador to Japan, One of United States, includin one
its first chores was to work that injured a postal worker
ut a continzency plan in in New York. Se\'e'ral dozen
ease a Munich-style incident more intereepted in Indian Farran-ing violoneo.
should happen here, had American addresses. One e vice
1f it does, the FRT will }bcr » Started coordinating all = se

wa Ultlc Y i
in charge The details havej counterintelligence reports aQe(ﬂ-'v’asbkggunfckmfroﬁlsi
been spelled ont cven to thel on terrorism under the contributions said, for ex-
drafting of a presidential m‘iﬁ\\'m‘king group, About 2 ample, “at this time we are
der that can be sizned quickly dozen a ‘day come ACTOSS o 0l T cooperation
if troops are needed. Mever's desk. Because of O i

with nther agencies, on
P ot o roris (g aroun r O
With the working group the tervorist attacks | d Arab students and nonimmi-

« the world in recent months,

. . ' grant visitors.”
says  Stale Department = ey epokesman con.

spokesman Bray, there is, firmed that the hureau s
also “much more pooling of engaged in “aclive counter-
information with and be- Intellizence activity” in the
; . . tween foreign govern- United States acainst Arab
83 . - - - . N .
i;;,ﬁ,‘;m‘.::;d ::.::::?&Cdf(_,lll:)’\]\]-f]l:;, ments.” In this country, he té"rmrn;m. Andyaf,l;\ offi-
cars, for prominent Ameri-} adds, “the CIA, the Secret eial (‘:_1”0(1 Black September
vcan officials on trips abread.] Serviee, the FBE, the Execu-| “a priovity target” on that,
( Armored limousines  have} tive Protective S_mw'u:g our{ aoency’s agenda. :
..~ also been provided for some} oW I-;f‘“iﬂ(;-'lmmiﬂl'i“t““‘ 1;’: * 1t all adds up {o a major
.S, ambassaders i srror- | terpol. police  departments 3 ) -
i‘;&.iggﬁ,},’lq n‘;‘lllii:ns,m_f\t:“(hlo tin ]..;1;,35 like New  York, df'n'e, but one, .flom 1110’
moment, there are more of ; Washington and lLos Ange- view of the working group,
those countrics than there [les—-all are part of a com- that is still strapped for
are armored limousines. fmon (‘t'{Ol't-" ... money and manpower. The |
® Suogested that all U.S.L’ ¢ Stiffened the anti-hi-
diplomats abroad consider jacking program last De-
varying their work-to-heme cemnber to include screening
travel habits. of all passengers and
e Developed continzency searches of all hand-carricd
plans for terrovist attacks luzeace onto US, airlines.
on U.S. missions abroad, in- In addition, Mr, Nixon has
cluding an “emergency  asked Contress ta sanction
wateh” for step-by-step pol- the death penalty for hijack-
icy divection from the Siate inus  and  kidnapings in
Department’s  seventh-floor which vietims are killed,
opcrations center. In the o Called for worldwide
Khartoum crisis. Mever was ‘sanctions against terrorist
summoned  wilthin minutes attacks, including an inter-
from lunch at a Washington national conveniion provid--
restaurant. He spent the inz for the suspension of air
next 35 hours on the service to countries that fail
seventh floor, hoping to help o punish or extradite fer-
arrande for the release of Torists. : . e ‘,
the captured diplomats with-  Several of the measures, Uhilateral U.S. caction - is
out bowing to 1he terrorists’ Mever acknowledges, “have OV due. Murphy 2also wants
substantive demands, AL one produced  some . concern A federal police force under
point, the United States «ig- amony  Arab  people and ?he_ Federal A‘vmtum Admin-
naled its approval of safe Arabh-Americans. Bul  we istration to take over domes-
conduet to a (hird country den't for a minule want if {o - He airport sceurity.

meeting every weck at the
State Department,  usually
on  Wednesday | alternoons,

{ the government has also:
® Ovdered tighter sceurity,

Treasury Departineni’s g
ccutive Protective Servicee,
for instance, is limited hy»
Jaw to an 830-member force!
despite  congressional © ape:
proval last year of a law
making attacks on any of-
the 137.000 foreign oificials’
and family members-in this,
country a fedeval erime. . .
There are also those on: .
Capitol Hill, such as Rep,
John AL Murphy (1D-N.Y),
who maintain that there is
no hope of e¢ffective interna-
tional air hoycolts against
countries that harbor N
jacking terrorists and that

-

for Lot hostages and ter- be diserimminatory. The Jew- Law enforcement officials
rorists, hut, Mever says, “It ish Defense League is also a ¢oncede. however, that there
was rejected by the terror- muaier of convern (o ua” is no fail-safe against tervor-
' ists” Bevond that, working 1SM. at least not in a demo-

¢ Lxpanded Secret Serv- group ofticials say, the jm- Cratic society. “All you can
ice and Executive Protective migration  service  decided ‘jo is keep lrving, " said ona
Service protection in- on its own, monihs before FBI man, “but there’s no

to al way s1¢ it Bl
clute_more, Sl hrbpliyelf BEY RAIGHSE 2008 08724 CliRIBA18BH03BbED00500060004-1

at the United Nations. Emer- will sfrike again.They hope
: ' - it doesn’t happen here.



